Who was an ancient mathematician? Reflections on the power of definitions

Serafina Cuomo

Durham University & Max-Planck-Institut flir Wissenschaftsgeschichte

| will address one of the key questions of the conference (who is a practitioner?) in relation
to the ancient Greek and Roman worlds. | will discuss recent definitions of ancient
'mathematician’ and 'scientist' by Netz, Zhmud and Kouprianov, and evaluate the
consequences of adopting different definitions of who ancient mathematicians were.



