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Manuscripts of the mathematician and astronomer Johannes de Sacrobosco
(also known as John of Hollywood) circulated throughout the  Middle Ages, 
but very little is known about the author; he is thought to have been born in 
Yorkshire, settling in Paris around 1220. {ŀŎǊƻōƻǎŎƻΩǎother great text is the 
Algorismusor Tractus de Arte Numerandi, a textbook on arithmetic.

The Tractatusde Sphera, composed around 1233 is one of the greatest 
scientific textbooks of the 13th century and formed the fundamental work on 
astronomy in the medieval period. Based on Ptolemaic principles, it discusses 
the terrestrial globe, the rising and setting of stars, and the orbs and 
movements of the planets. The UCL manuscript is a palimpsest, the erased 
text still visible on some of the leaves.

Johannes de Sacrobosco, Tractatusde Sphera

Latin. Parchment manuscript volume written in Italy, early 14th century.
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CƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǳŎƭƛŘΩǎ 
Elements

Euclid was a Greek mathematician often referred to as the "father of 
geometry". He was active in Alexandria during the reign of Ptolemy I (323ς
283 BC). His Elementsis one of the most influential works in the history of 
mathematics serving as the main textbook for teaching mathematics
(especially geometry) from the time of its publication until the late 19th or 
early 20th century.

The first printing of one of the most important texts from the Middle Ages 
and one of the very earliest mathematical works to be printed, posed a 
challenge to the new technology, requiring ingenuity, skill and innovation to 
replicate the all-important diagrams. The first printing to use coloursand a 
ǘƛǘƭŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ мпун ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǳŎƭƛŘΩǎ Elementais technically brilliant in 
integrating the diagrams with the text. 

Euclid of Megara, Elementa geometriae

Latin. Translated by Adelardof Bath, edited with a commentary by Giovanni Campano 
Novarese. Venice: Erhard Ratdolt[1st edition]. 25 May 1482.
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.ƻǊƎƘƛΩǎAritmetica

Piero Borghiwas the author of several 15th century arithmetic books, 
including the highly successful Qui comenzala nobelopera de arithmetica, 
which ran to at least 17 editions. Nothing more is known about his life, apart 
from the fact that he came from Venice.

The Arithmeticawas one of the earliest works on arithmetic, intended specifically as a 
practical guide for merchants. The book focuses on compound numbers and describes 
the basics of multiplication, addition, subtraction and division. It also covers fractions 
and the Rule of Three, with examples relating to partnership, profit and loss. There are 
also sections on barter and alloys and a chapter of applied problems.

Piero Borghi, Qui comenza la nobel opera de arithmethica ne laquel se tracta tute cosse a 
mercantia pertinente facta [et] compilata per Piero borgi de Venesia

Latin. Venice : Nicolaus de Ferrariis, 1491
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Copernicus ςthe first 
publication on a heliocentric 
universe

¢ƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊ /ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎ όмптоπмрпоύ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǘǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΤ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀƴ ƻǊōƛǘƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΦ Iƛǎ 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƴƻǊ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ 
ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .ǊŀƘŜΣ 
YŜǇƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ DŀƭƭƛƭŜƻǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ /ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎΩ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǘŜȄǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мрпоΦ

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5Ŝ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛōǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ƛǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¦/[ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻƻƪ LL ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ 
ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ  ŦƛȄŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǎΦ

bƛŎƻƭŀǳǎ /ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎΣ 5Ŝ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛōǳǎƻǊōƛǳƳŎƻŜƭŜǎǘƛǳƳΣ [ƛōǊƛ L±Φ

[ŀǘƛƴΦ bǳǊŜƳōǳǊƎΥ !ǇǳŘ WƻƘΦ tŜǘǊŜƛǳƳΣ мрпоΦ

{ w / мрпо /с


