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Manuscripts of the mathematician and astronomer JohanneSaerobosco
(also known as John of Holl%/wood) circulated throughout the Middle Ages,
but very little is known about the author; he is thought tQ have been born in
Yorkshire, settling in Paris around 122(_)[- O N2 oOother Qr2aQtext is the
Algorismusor Tractus deéArte Numerandj a textbook on arithmetic.

TheTractatusde Spheracomposed around 1233 is one of the greatest
scientific textbooks of the IBcentury and formed the fundamental work on
astronomy in the medieval period. Based on Ptolemaic principles, it discusses
the terrestrial globe, the rising and setting of stars, and the orbs and
movements of the planets. The UCL manuscript is a palimpsest, the erased
text still visible on some of the leaves.

Johannes d&acroboscglractatusdeSphera
Latin. Parchment manuscript volume written in Italy, earl{ déntury.
MS LAT 15
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Euclid was a Greek mathematiciafien referred to as the "father of
geometry". He was active in Alexandria during the reign of Ptolemy £(323
83 BC). HiElementds one of the most influential works in the history of

mathematics serving as the main textbook for teachmathematics
(esFeC|aII3geometr3b from the time of its publication until the late 19th or
early 20th century.

The first printing of one of the most important texts from the Middle Ages
and one of the very earliest mathematical works to be E_rmted,_posed a
challenge to the new technology, re%umn_g ingenuity, skill and innovation to
replicate the alimportant diggrams. The first prlntl(% to useloursand a .
UAUGE S LI ISE UKA aElaemenyas techriically BriBiayitin2 ¥ 9 dzC
integrating the diagrams with the text.

Euclid of Megar&lementageometriae

Latin. Translated bjxdelardof Bath, edited with a commentary by Giovanni Campano
NovareseVenice: ErharRatdolt[15tedition]. 25 May 1482.
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PieroBorghiwas the author of several ¥5century arithmetic books,

including the highly successf@uicomenzda nobelopera dearithmetica

which ran to at least 17 editions. Nothing more is known about his life, apart
from the fact that he came from Venice.

TheArithmeticawas one of the earliest works on arithmetic, intended specifically as a
Practlcal guide for merchants. The book focuses on compound numbers and déscribes
he basics of multiplication, addition, subtraction and division. It also covers fractions
and the Rule of Three, with examples relating to partnership, profit and loss. There are
also sections on barter and alloys and a chapter of applied problems.

Piero BorghiQui comenza la nobel o_Pera de arithmethica ne laquel se tracta tute cosse a
mercantia pertinente facta [et] compilata per Piero borgi de Venesia

Latin. Venice : Nicolaus &errariis 1491
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