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The problems / challenges……………

What can’t you do……………..Advertising!!??

Finding figures
- in published data, all postgrads together
- international destinations not required
- cost



Some stats (for what they’re worth):
graduates with doctorates in 
Mathematical Sciences, 2007 (HESA)

FT paid work only (inc self-emp)  125 (64.1%)
PT paid work only                           10 (5.1%)
Vol / unpaid work only                      5 (2.5%)
Work + further study                       30 (15.1%)
Further study only                           15 (7.7%)
Assumed to be unemployed             5 (2.6%)
Not available for employment           5 (2.6%)
TOTAL                                           195



Where does a PhD fit in?

What am I?

A new graduate?
A new graduate – but different?
A potential ‘experienced hire’, changing jobs 
and moving on?
A job-changer, changing direction?



As a ‘new graduate’?

Q:  What is available?

A:  Everything that’s available to a first degree     
graduate, in:
finance and commerce
management in industry, logistics /    
transport / distribution, retailing, etc, etc
professional services
education
public sector administration



As a new graduate – but different?

Organisations with a special ‘entry slot’, eg
some management consultancies
‘Blue-chip’ / high profile companies, eg oil 
companies 
Research-based organisations (including 
contract research companies) in 
pharmaceuticals, defence, medicine, 
aerospace or alternative energy
The Bank of England



As a new graduate – but different? (2)

Civil Service: research-based departments, eg
Social Research or Science/Engineering-based  
such as DSTL or DESG – or Stats-based such 
as The Office for National Statistics or (part of) 
The Scottish Government
The Security Services including GCHQ
Think-tanks and pressure groups



As a new graduate – but different (3)

“Academic” environments such as The 
Intellectual Property Office, The European 
Patent Office or the Meteorological Office
Mathematical modelling consultancies 
The financial sector – Stock-Broking or 
Analyst roles in Merchant Banking
Insurance, eg Risk Management roles



Some examples











As an ‘experienced hire’

What ‘experience’ (direct / relevant) do you have?

Research
Writing
Tutoring groups
Lecturing?
Supervising projects?
Event organising?



As a job changer, changing 
direction

Most will continue with a Career in Maths, either:
- with Maths as the main-stay – modelling, risk    
analysis, or
- where Maths is a useful tool or foundation –
GCHQ, transportation consultancy

BUT YOU DON’T HAVE TO STICK WITH IT!
- direct entry to unrelated fields (large companies)
- ‘one-offs’ with smaller organisations
- [‘stepping-stones’ approach]
- postgraduate conversion courses; total change 
or to specialise



Elements in career decision-making

Self-awareness

Opportunity awareness

Decision making

Transition skills



Transferable skills

Researching / interpreting and evaluating data
Logical thinking
Attention to detail
Team-working / working autonomously
Working under pressure / meeting deadlines
Project management
IT skills
Proposing opinions / discussing ideas
Flexibility
Networking                                 AND MANY MORE



Help available from careers services

Careers Information
Careers Education
Advice and Guidance
Job hunting
Website



Useful resources
www.mathscareers.org.uk
www.plus.maths.org/interview.html
www.ima.org.uk
www.phdjobs.com
www.math-jobs.com
www.jobs.guardian.co.uk
www.careers.ed.ac.uk/SAGE
www.prospects.ac.uk

Professional journals

http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/
http://www.plus.maths.org/interview.html
http://www.ima.org.uk/
http://www.phdjobs.com/
http://www.math-jobs.com/
http://www.jobs.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.careers.ed.ac.uk/SAGE
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/


……………and finally

Recruitment IS still happening

The salary issue

Questions?
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